QUINT 2oF 3 


MATTI 


Ahh! 


He grabs Shiro in a playful headlock and rubs his head before letting 
go. 


MATTI 


Wha-ha! Oh, this is great! This is incredible! 
Those air force guys would shit themselves if they saw 
this! Right, that's it then. 


We'll send you up in this 
monster. Come and die! 


Come and die with a BANG!! 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Looking around) This is the Space Travel Society? 


DARIGAN 


Yeah, they've been at this for a while now. 


MATTI 


What?! You're telling me those old farts did all this? 
| From out of a rocket nozzel rises the middle-aged DR. GNOMM, 
` suspended from a rope and winch. 
GNOMM 
Old farts? Old farts, huh? 
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Gnomm operates the controls for the winch and lowers himself down 
in front of a now very embarrassed Matti. 


GNOMM 


Well what does that make you, you little... 


DARIGAN 


Ah, this is Dr. Gnomm. He's just returned from an 
expedition to the North Pole. 


GNOMM 


I was flying rockets before you were even an itch 
in your daddy's crotch! 


Gnomm pokes Matti with a ruler before lifting off again. 


DARIGAN 


The Doc's a pioneer in nozzle research. 


They step out of the way of a wrench falling down from above. 
It lands right on a mark painted on the floor. 


KHAROCK 


(Bandaged and switching on a light over a table in 
another corner of the factory) Would all personnel 
assemble, please. I've found a problem; a serious flaw 

# in these plans. 
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Kharock spreads engine bluprints out on the table as the Space 
Travel Society assembles. They are ancient, mostly decrepit scientists. 
Most look to be in their seventies. They gather round the table as Gnomm 
lowers himself down. He is the youngest of the group. 


SCIENTISTS (As they gather) 


What? What's going on? Eh? 


GNOMM 


Well?! Spit it out! 


KHAROCK 


It's the third stage. I see you've put a hydrogen 
engine in this section. Has it proved practical? 


RONTA 


(In wheelchair) No, not yet. But it is the first of its kind. 


KHAROCK 


Don't run the engine test using these designs! 
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DEKRO 


We feel a hydrogen engine would work best for 
third stage acceleration. 


KHAROCK 


(Slamming his fist down on the table) It's rash! 


- OLDMANH 


(Slamming his crutch down on the table) Quiet, you! 
You come in this late in the game and you dont 
know anything! Quit complaining! 


MATTI 


(Indicating Shiro) He's the one who's gonna fly it. 
He should decide. 


OLD MAN H 


And what do you think? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh, I vote for the safest way. 
I don't wanna die this young. 


OLD MAN H 


Ah, youth! Youth is overated! 


Pi 


KHAROCK 


It's a significant detail. 


GNOMM 


Well, what would you do? You've no idea about 
the modifications we've made to the second stage and 
the rest. 


KHAROCK 


(Indicating the blueprints) Everything from here to 
the head of section four is like something out of the 
stone age. I can show you how to reduce construction 
weight and improve the combustion efficiency. 


GNOMM 


When could you have it all ready? 


KHAROCK 


By next month. 
| 
When next month? 
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KHAROCK 


The fourth of Poh. 


GNOMM 


Fine, we'll wait till then. All right, that's that. 
(To the others) That's it! Everyone back to work! 


Scene 20: Sattelite Explanation Montage 


Shiro leaps off the tower again. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


You throw a rock, it falls to the ground. 
That's common sense. 


Matti (on his bike) and Kharock (in Matti's car) race down a road. 
SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 
If you throw throw your rock really hard, towards the 


horizon... 


Shiro is launched on a chair with a small rocket attached to it. 
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SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


..-It falls to the ground really far away. 


Shiro and his chair land in a small pond. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


Now, if you were to keep throwing your rock 
harder and harder... 


Matti, with a look of fear on his face, runs the his bike through the 
guard rail and off the road's embankment. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


...Itd eventually reach a speed where it falls towards 
the horizon without ever landing. 


Matti and his bike demonstrate this for us as they fly through air off 
the embankment. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


That's an artificial satellite. 


The following images are of sketches of the sattelite's orbit, engineers 
welding, engine plans, and general factory scenes. 
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SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


It won't continue to rise, instead falling along the 
curve of the planet. Since the atmosphere would keep 
you from maintaining this speed, you have to fly way. 
up high and actually get out of it. 

When it comes time to land, you simply skim the 
atmosphere and slow down. That's all; just a moment's 
deceleration and you fall back to the ground. 

In short, we're all working day and night to build 
the first machine designed to go up just to come down. 
I sort of like this simple explanation best. 


There are now shots of the old scientists and the younger men 
arguing with them. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


These old guys and their Space Travel Society... 
They re impossible to talk to. 


Gnomm moves about his nozzles, measuring, ordering people around, 
checking electronics equipment. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


Doc Gnomm is different though, young in spirit. 
Among all these old men, he's the only one you can 
talk to. I don't know what we'd do without him. 


Scene 21: The Nozzle Room 


61 


Gnomm walks through the room, carrying a folded umbrella and 


pointing out different nozzles hanging from the ceiling to Shiro. 


GNOMM 


Torom, Marhida, Gana, Moraa...all of them. 
They're my sons. 


SHIROTSUGH 


They're machines. 


GNOMM 
Oh, now what? You're making fun of 
manufacturing? Manufacture was what brought 
equality to the masses. It increased the distribution of 


property. 


They go outside. In the background, engineers scramble to prepare 


some piece of equipment, which they lower into a pond . 


SHIROTSUGH 


So, where do the names come from? 


GNOMM 


Torom is a fish which lives in the Eska sea, just 
below the equator. Marhida is a man-eating whale 
from the North Sea. Gana is a poisonous snake from 
the Ivsak River. 
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ENGINEER 


(In the background) Ready! 


GNOMM 


(Waving back to them) Right! (Back to Shiro) 
You see, all of them were deadly enemies at one time. 
But now they're my sons. 


Gnomm laughs as he pops open his umbrella. The engineers in the 
background scramble behind a metal shield. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh. I thought they were girls’ names. 


GNOMM 


Oh there're a few of those too. 


The pond suddenly explodes, showering Shiro with water. 


GNOMM. 


And now Dhotonrhl is born. Since I was in charge 
of all the parts, I named them all. Looks like we have 
some parts here now for you to name. 


The engineers crank the equipment up out of the pond. 
As Gnomm walks away, Shiro makes a face at him. 
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Scene 22: Riqunni's House 


Shiro rides Matti's bike down to Riqunni's house. He parks by her 
window and, coughing softly first, knocks on the window frame. 
Inside, the house is lit with candlelight. Religious tracts, newly 


printed, hang drying from the ceiling. Riqunni looks up from her desk. 


RIQUNNI 


Who...who's there? 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Singing softly) 
"The Prince of Space has come to pay a call." 
(knock-knock) 


RIQUNNI 


(Getting up and tying her dress) Oh, Shirotsugh. 
She opens the window to talk. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Brightly) Good evening! 


RIQUNNI 


Good evening, Shirotsugh. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Looking in the window) Hey, what gives? 
It's dark in there. 


RIQUNNI 


They've turned my power off. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hm? That's serious. 


RIQUNNI 
(Quickly) It's all right, though. I think the 


candlelight'’s prettier, anyway. And Manna's making 
all sorts of shadows with them. 


Inside, Manna arranges the candles. Shiro looks up at Riqunni, 
patting the bike's seat. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Say, can you come out? The sky's full of stars tonight. 


RIQUNNI 


(Looking up at them) Ahhhh. 
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SHIROTSUGH 


I can tell you about the stars like you asked me to. 


RIQUNNI 


(Going inside) Just a sec. 


Shiro waits, dusting off the seat and smiling 


RIQUNNI (Off Screen) 


Come on, Manna. Let's go out and look at the stars! 


Shiro slumps against the bike. 


Scene 23: A Field 


The field is very dark, being so far away from the city. A ruined 
stone building squats in the distance. Shiro and the two girls walk up a 
path to the edge of a stone-walled embankment. Shiro is wheeling the 
bike along. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Now, the Prow star is 70 years away at the speed 
of light, so the light we're seeing now left that star 70 
years ago. So if, say, I was 70 years old , then the light 
produced on my birthday would just be getting here 
now... 
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Riqunni is concentrating on watching the stars, and doesn't notice 
Shiro about to put his hand on her shoulder. 


MANNA 


(Pointing up) Stars! 


SHIROTSUGH 
Uh, yeah. That's nght. 


"What's with this kid?" Shiro's face seems to ask. 


RIQUNNI 


I wonder... I wonder what our world must look like 
from out there. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh! Yeah! I've got something great to show you. 


He takes a photo from his pocket. 


SHIROTSUGH 


It's a sattelite photo of our world. 


He turns on the bike's headlamp as she studies the photo. 
It just looks like two blobs of black and white separated by a curved 
border. 
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RIQUNNI 


So it's black... 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Shutting off the light) No, no. The white part's the 
ground. It's a radar graph, so the picture's not very 
clear. 


RIQUNNI 
(Looking thoughtful) 


But, from that far away, our city lights would 
probably look like stars. 


Shiro says nothing. 
RIQUNNI 


The fires of war as well. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uhhh... 


RIQUNNI 
(Bowing her head and clasping her hands in prayer) 


So many of our sinful lights, mixing in among the 
stars... 
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Manna is also praying. Shiro looks back and forth between the two 
and rolls his eyes heavenward. The evening is ruined. 


Scene 24: Construction Montage 


Shiro is measured for his space suit as the the other members of the 
Space Force get caught up in the excitement of the project. Time passes. 


Scene 25: The Train Station 


The general leaves for the capital as the other men see him off at 
the station. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Salute! 


They draw daggers in salute as the train pulls out. 
Scene 26: Riqunni's House 


Shiro and Riqunni sit on the front porch while Manna plays in the 
yard. Riqunni hands Shiro a book. 


SHIROTSUGH 


A Holy Book? But, I... 
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RIQUNNI 


I know. But I still want you to have it. 
Please, just open it up sometime and look at it. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Putting his hand on her hand) 
Mmm, well I'd rather you were with me when I read it. 


Riqunni stares straight ahead, not speaking. She then rises. 
RIQUNNI 


Let's have some tea. (Walks over to Manna) Manna. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Sighs and leafs through the book) You dont let 
yourself have any fun, do you? Can't you and God 
work out some sort of compromise? 


RIQUNNI 


(Whirling to face him) Compromise?! 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Winces at his mistake) I mean, be reasonable. 
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RIQUNNI 


No, I will not be "reasonable"! And that, that 
"compromise" you're talking about is what's made the 
world what it is today! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Yeah, it's made it easier to live in. 


She looks at him , angrily, then whirls back to Manna. 


RIQUNNI 
Manna, what's the matter with you! 


I said we were having tea now! 


Manna begins to cry. Riqunni realizes what she's done and kneels 
down to hug her. | 
RIQUNNI 


Oh, what's wrong? Not because we were fighting. 
Forgive me. See, we've made up already. 


Shiro smiles nervously. 


Scene 27: Training Room 


It's dark when the outer door opens, revealing two figures entering 
from the outside. It's night, and both Shiro and Nekkerout are dressed in 


‘pajamas. Nekkerout switches on the light. 
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NEKKEROUT 


Voila! A little present from Papa. 


Shiro yawns 
NEKKEROUT 


This'll make it seem like you're really out there. 


Shiro opens his eyes and sees the new training simulator. 
They both go over and Shiro swings himself into it. 


SHIROTSUGH 
Me first! (Fingers the plastic wrapped controls) 
Wow, this thing's cool. 
NEKKEROUT 
85 million radeks, man. 85 million! That's a lot.of 
money, so don't break it. Truth is, we really can't 
afford this thing. It's gonna be loads of fun getting the 
Assembly to approve this appropriation. 
SHIROTSUGH 


Hmm? They still haven't approved it? 
So where're we getting our money from? 
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NEKKEROUT 


(Smiling) Oh, here and there. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Here and there? 


NEKKEROUT 
Oh, you don't know? Ho-ho. Ahem. Well, the 
General's part of the nobility you know, so he's got a lot 
of pull with the royal family. Also, there's this slightly 
illegal business he runs on the side... 


SHIROTSUGH 


With just his one telphone. 


NEKKEROUT 
Hey, one phone's all he needs; no one can keep up 
with him. You see, from this year on, all the royal 
family's business cars will be ones from Miguren 
Motors. That's the same Miguren company that's in 
charge of the army's rocket. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uh-HUH. 
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NEKKEROUT 


That's how it works. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Oh sure. That's how it works. 
Hahaha... 


NEKKEROUT 


All clear then? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uh-huh. 


NEKKEROUT 


Idiot! 


He slams the simulator hatch shut. 
Scene 28: The Capital 


Before a cheering crowd, General Khaidenn mounts a podium to 
speak. 
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Ahh, I'm here today to announce the Space Force 
High Command's plans for the construction of our 
nation's first space warship! 


The crowd cheers. Back at HQ, the Space Forcers watch the ceremony 
on a small TV. Nekkerout is actually holding the antenna up to get better 
reception. 


Also present at the ceremony was his Imperial 
Highness Prince Toness, who gave a few words of 
greeting. 


TONESS 


As the powerful protector of the citizenry of the 
Honneamano-Jikein-Minadhan kingdom, I thought I 
would today like to offer some thanks for this scientific 
achievement. 


The picture fades out. Nekkerout turns and sees that Yanalan has 
moved. | 


NEKKEROUT 


Hey, don't stand over there! 


Yanalan moves and the picture returns. 
The Prince continues his speech in the background. 
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TONESS 


Since the bygone days of Ghoyo, since the Great 
Reform of Uzumii which some refer to as the industrial 
revolution, this very same scientific progress has 
Shown the power to bring the East Pishibho Federation 
together... 


YANALAN 


Oh, it's back, it's back. 


NEKKEROUT 


You are such a hick! 


Shiro finds this exchange funny, and smiles in the background. 


Scene 29: Training Room 


Gnomm and Tchalli are in the control room while Shiro sits in the 
Simulator. 


The spaceship in which you sit is made of the 
finest quality materials. Air, water, heat... the capsule 
must provide you with conditions which differ not in 
the slightest from the room in which you sleep at 
night. To achieve this, you must give it the proper 
instructions. A symbiosis will form between you. You 
mustn't force it. Move calmly, with the parts. As 
delicately as possible, as intimately as possible... 
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He pulls a switch. 


GNOMM 


6000, 6500, 7000, 7500. Switching to stage two. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Nominal! 


GNOMM 


8000, 8500 


SHIROTSUGH 


9000, 9500! 


INSERT: Riqunni's house is being bulldozed as she screams. 
The phone in the control room rings. Tchalli picks it up. 


TCHALLICHMMI 


Space Force headquarters...yeah. 


Shiro's training is interupted by a knock on the simulator. 
Tchalli presses his face against the porthole. 
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TCHALLICHAMMI 


Phone call. It's a girl. 


Shiro climbs out with great difficulty, trailing straps behind his 
spacesuit. He reaches the phone. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Yes, yes. Hello? 


RIQUNNI (On phone) 
Shirotsugh? For God's sake, get out here fast! Help 


me! 


Shiro pulls the lines off his suit and runs out of the room, picking up 
a metal pipe as he does. Gnomm and Tchalli just watch him go. Outside, 
Shiro meets up with Matti, who is working on his motorcycle. 


MATTI 
(Indicating the bike) Hey, what do you think? I just 


finished. Looks pretty good, huh? Want to take her for 
a spin? 


Shiro mounts the bike, tucking the pole behind his back in one of the 
strap loops. 
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MATTI 


Oh, you're gonna take a ride? 
I changed the ignition switch. 


Shiro starts the bike. 
MATTI 


What do you think? Sounds pretty good, eh? 


Shiro takes off. 


MATTI 


Space rider! Cool! 


Shiro leaves a now confused Matti behind and drives as quickly (and 
dangerously) as possible out to Riqunni's. 


Scene 30: Riqunni's House 

Manna is sobbing and standing next to Riqunni. The house has been 
leveled. Where trees and shrubs once stood, now empty fields and 
bulldozers can be seen. Shiro rides up in the background, leaps off the 
bike, and runs up to them, pipe in hand. He stops to look at the ruins. 


RIQUNNI 


The men from the power company kept coming 
day after day... The house belonged to my aunt, so I 
thought everything was okay, but the men... 
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i RIQUNNI (cont) 


My aunt owed people money, you see... 


SHIROTSUGH 


And so? So?!! 
That just makes what they did all right?! 


He walks over to a sign standing amidst the rubble. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Power plant...? 


He hits the sign with his pipe. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Right, we'll take ‘em to court! The state'll pay for 
the lawsuit. Or I will if you want. If it's a lawyer... 


RIQUNNI 
(Breaking in) No, it's all right. Really, it's all right. 
(Indicating Manna) I don't want this child to see any 


more fighting. Her parents were like that, just fighting 
day after day... 


INSERT: A flashback of two silouettes, man and woman, struggling. 
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RIQUNNI (in Flashback) 


Stop it! Stop it, please! 
Shiro just looks on in silence. 


RIQUNNI 


I'm sorry, I shouldn't have called you out here 
for something like this. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Something like this? Like this... 


RIQUNNI 


There's a church nearby... they're very kind 
there. I think they'll help me. And Manna can make 
some friends there, too... 


SHIROTSUGH | 


All right... (Throws down the pipe, defeated) 
Come on, let's dig your stuff out. 
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Scene 31: The Barracks 


The TV set is on. A picture of an old castle is shown. 


TV (MAN'S VOICE) 


_,..18 best shown by this film of the famous Nedens castle. 
It's beauty... 


The channel is changed to a weather report. An animated weather 
map appears. 


TV (WOMAN'S VOICE) 


Today will be fine, fair this afternoon with a storm 
system moving in later tonight... 


The TV is switched off, Shiro's face now reflected in the dark screen. 
He leans back on his bed, opens up the Holy Book, and begins reading. As 
he reads, scenes from the Book, describing the passage, are shown. 


RIQUNNI (V.O.) 


The Age of Fire. When God created man, man was 
like the animals and did not possess fire. With fire, God 
lives forever. 

Dao stole a burning branch and ran away as fast 
as he could. But the Protector of the Ovens had 
forseen this, and had cursed the fire. 

When Dao returned home, the fire he carried 
blazed like God himself, and Dao's seven sons were 
killed. These were the first human deaths. 
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RIQUNNI (cont) 


And God appeared before Dao and gave a 
prophecy. "Man," he said. "You have been cursed. 
Your children shall struggle and quarrel and live in 
sorrow. Their misfortune shall spread until the end of 
the world. They shall murder one another until none 
are left." 


Scene 32: The Factory 


A rocket flame shoots out of a building. Inside, Shiro and Gnomm 
stand watching an engine being tested. They shout above the engine roar. 


SHIROTSUGH 


You're sure it's safe standing this close? 


GNOMM 


Ah, we're fine, we're fine. 
The old engines used to just make smoke and blow 
up! (Laughs) They've been doing that for 20 years. 
They're just like real sons... insolent, and a real 
pain in the ass sometimes! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Probably in a bad mood ‘cause they didn't get a 
good breakfast this morning! 
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GNOMM 


Ah, well...Even when they turn on their father, 
they don't do it immediately. They usually give you a 
little warning first. 


The engine begins to misfire. Shiro looks nervous, then turns to see 
the Doc has abandoned him and is running out of the building. Shiro 
suddenly realizes what's happening and turns to run. As he does so, the 
engine goes out and explodes. Engineers outside watch the blast. Inside, 
shrapnel rains down around Shiro, curled up on the floor with his arms 
over his head. 


Scene 33: Factory Computer Room 


i 


The computer is a primitive, partly mechanical, analog computer. 
Programming it requires physically changing switch settings inside. Shiro 
and Nekkerout have this unenviable task, Shiro reading the settings off a 
clip board and Nekkerout changing the switches. 


SHIROTSUGH 


One, four, five. 


NEKKEROUT 


One...Four...Five... (He looks up) 
So. You weren't hit by any fragments? 


SHIROTSUGH 


None at all. 
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NEKKEROUT 


(In a disgusted voice) 
You get away safe and the Doc winds up in the hospital. 


SHIROTSUGH 


(Irritated) He deserved it, leaving me there like that. 
Next one's five, six. 


NEKKEROUT 


Five, Six. Well, thanks to this, getting in and out of the 
factory's gotten complicated. 


SHIROTSUGH 


One, Three, Four. Why? 


NEKKEROUT 


Oh, probably because of the radicals. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Radicals? 


NEKKEROUT 


The guys who oppose the Emperor's decisions. 
There 've been a lot of protest letters lately. 
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SHIROTSUGH 


News to me. 


NEKKEROUT 


It's smoldering, day after day. It'd be foolish to 
think that explosion was just an accident. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Hmpf! 


NEKKEROUT 


Next. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Uhh, Three, Four, Five. 


NEKKEROUT 


Mm? Gimme that a sec... (He grabs Shiro's clip board.) 
God dammit, that's the second row! 


They have to start over. Nekkerout rams the clip board back into 
Shiro's hands and begins walking back to the beginning of the row, shaking 
his head. 


86 


NEKKEROUT 


Unbelievable. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Sorry. 


Nekkerout passes Tchalli and his cat, both of whom are collapsed, 
half-asleep, on top of the computer banks. 


TCHALLICHAMMI 


Į just can't wake up... 


NEKKEROUT 
Hey, someone get the cat and his keeper off the 
electronic brain! 
SHIROTSUGH 


(Stopping in front of Tchalli) Don't you have a job? 


TCHALLICHAMMI 


Didn't get any sleep last night... 
I feel as screwed up as the old guys now... 


There's a commotion as Yanalan shoves himself behind the computer, 
wobbling the whole bank and nearly tipping it over. Nekkerout braces 
himself against the equipment to keep it upright. 
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NEKKEROUT 


Quit shakin’ it! 


YANALAN 


The Doc, he's...he's dead! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Wha? 


NEKKEROUT 


When?! 


YANALAN 


Little while ago, at the hospital. 


Scene 35: The Crematorium 


The Space Forcers and the Space Travel Society stand in front of the 
crematorium, honoring Dr. Gnomm. Shiro looks around and sees a middle- 
aged woman and a young couple grieving as well. It's obviously Gnomm's 
wife and children. 


As the funeral breaks up, the group breaks up to talk among 


themselves. Darigan argues with Old man H, while Shiro watches the Doc's 
family enter a limosine and drive away. 


88 


Scene 36: A Field 


Riqunni and others are hard at work, harvesting something which 
looks like grass. She pauses from her work to watch a jet pass overhead. 


Scene 37: Newsreel 1 (B/W) 


After some nonsensical opening credits, the scene switches to a city 
at night. There are cheering crowds, searchlights, and celebrities stepping 
out of limosines. 


NARRATOR Erie 
From the capital. The royal family welcomed all 


connected with the Space Force to a gala promotional 
reception. 


Shot of Space Force personnel in dress uniform, then of Shirotsugh. 


NARRATOR | 
Commander Shirotsugh Lhadatt, the world's only 


astronaut, made an appearance tonight. The national 
dress uniform suits him well. 


Shot of Prince Toness waving and talking, then one of Shiro smiling 
shyly in the reception crowd. 


89 


NARRATOR 


In response to Prince Toness's query "Doesn't 
going into space frighten you?", he lightheartedly 
answered "It really hasn't bothered me." 


Scene 38: Outside Space Force HQ 


There is a protest rally going on, with hundreds of homeless people 
and others standing shivering in the rain. A protester, with megaphone in 
hand while sitting in a tree, harangues the crowd. 


PROTESTER 


. and it's time we told them how we REALLY feel! 
It's only going to get colder and colder for us. As 
winter comes, we'll tighten the blankets around our 
bodies and shiver in the cold. Nowhere to sleep, 
nothing to eat! We... 


There's a disturbance in the crowd as Domorhot forces his way 
through, loaded down with a bundle of rolled up charts and plans while 
being chased by a protester with a megaphone. 


DOMORHOT 


Outta the way! Lemme through! Agh... 


PROTESTER 
Who's this project helping?! We should see more 


bridges being built! At least building those'll give jobs 
to our old men and women! 
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He runs up the steps, dropping a few charts along the way, and runs 
inside. Inside the building, Darigan sits at a desk. Domorhot enters the 
room and slams down his bundle. 


DOMORHOT 


What's with these guys out front? 


DARIGAN 


Protest rally. It was really terrible this morning, 
what with all that begging and fighting going on. 


DOMORHOT 


(Taking off his jacket) Like it's our fault. 
They the unemployment movement? 


DARIGAN 


No, no, the anti-war movement. They're saying 
we should build bridges and not rockets. 


DOMORHOT 


Could have sworn it was the unemployment guys. 
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He disappears behind a small screen, carrying his jacket and then 
reappears after hanging it up. 


DOMORHOT 
= So we should just give away all our money for a 
bunch of unnecessary bridges, huh? They should 


ship these guys off to the country, where I'm from! 
Sheesh... : 


Shiro has been sitting at a drafting table in the corner, listening to 
this. 


SHIROTSUGH 


I'd take the bridges over a space warship... 


Darigan and Domorhot turn to stare at him. Shiro keeps looking at 
his work. 


SHIROTSUGH 


At least those wouldn't kill people... 


DOMORHOT 
(Approaching Shiro) Hey, hey, hey; don't let 'em get 
to you. They're just saying all that because they want 
jobs. 
SHIROTSUGH 


This rocket will be used for war. 
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DOMORHOT 


You can use bridges for war. (He leans on Shiro's desk's 
lamp.) You're the one who started all this! 


SHIROTSUGH 


Me? (Laughs) I don't think so. 


DOMORHOT 


Then who started it? 


Shiro ignores him, returning to his drafting. 


DARIGAN 


Hey! 


Domorhot turns to see Darigan making a looping "he's nuts" gesture 


with his pen. Domorhot resets the lamp he's leaned on and walks: away in 
a huff. . 


Scene 39: Newsreel 2 (B/W) 


Shots of Shiro's face and then of his training. 
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ANNOUNCER (40.1 
Commander Lhadatt's morning begins with a glass 


of fruit juice. After light training, he eats a hearty 
breakfast of soft bread and warm kress berries. 


Shot of Shiro having a tray loaded with food set down in front of him, 
then of Shiro with the announcer. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Right, because they're good for you. 


ANNOUNCER j 


Shirotsugh Lhadatt, ladies and gentlemen. 


Newsreel end titles. 


Scene 40: Factory 

Matti relaxes on a catwalk, eating a lunch of milk and bread while 
reading a paper. He suddenly reads something which severely. agitates 
him. He jumps up and runs down the catwalk, spilling his milk. 


The milk drips through the grating and pours over Nekkerout, who's 
working directly below. 


NEKKEROUT 


Wha?!...Ah...shi... (Looks up) ASSHOLE! 
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Some more milk drips onto his face. Matti, meanwhile, climbs down 
from the catwalk and tries to question a stone-faced old scientist on the 
Stairway. 


MATTI 


Hey! Hey!! 


No reaction from the old man. Matti turns away in disgust and runs 
down the stairs. Nekkerout runs up to him. 


NEKKEROUT 


Matti! You... 


MATTI 


Good, there you are. 


Matti slips his arm around Nekkerout to speak privately, then 
removes it. 


MATTI 
Eww, youre all wet. 


I was just reading the paper... - 
(They walk off) We've got trouble! 


They find Ronta, the wheelchair bound scientist. Matti throws the 
paper in his lap. 
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MATTI 


It says here that the launch'll be from Kanea. 
When was the launch site moved so far south? 


RONTA 


Oh, didn't you know? 
We couldn't use the army's launch site after all. 


NEKKEROUT 


(Picking up the paper and reading) 
600 rems west of Kanea?!!! That's over the border! 


RONTA 


(Wheeling his chair slowly round) No, no...it's all right. 
(He points to a small room) Ah, there's a map... 


Matti grabs the chair and runs it full speed into the side room, 
Nekkerout not far behind. 


RONTA 


Agghh! 
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NEKKEROUT 


(After studying the map) 
It's nght on the demilitarized zone! 


RONTA 


No, no. This way it's 3000 rems closer to the equator. 
It'll be easier to launch, you see... 


MATTI 


Yeah, I know! My God, how could they? They're 
sending us to a powder-keg to launch off the world's 


biggest firecracker! 


He knocks a pile of clutter over, revealing Prof. Dekro standing 
behind it. 


MATTI 


Didn't anyone try to stop them?! 


DEKRO 


It wasn't our decision. It was the ministry's. 


MATTI 


Ministry? What minis... (Suddenly realizes) 
The Defense Ministry?! 
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Scene 41: The Defense Ministry 


Guards march back and forth in front of the impressive building. 
Inside, General Khaidenn is meeting with three aristocrats. He speaks in 
the unfamiliar palace language. 


GENERAL 


..norinosska, zuiben mattoishi surureku. Jishieh etoaa, 
kurufateeji jionla laku...lakure... 


ARISTOCRAT A 


Lakuretoria! 


ARISTOCRAT C 


Just speak in the vernacular. Be yourself. 


GENERAL 


(Relieved) A..ah. I appreciate that. 
But, uh...really , there's nothing more to say. 


ARISTOCRAT A 


You're finished? Then let me speak. It's as you 
say; we do not see the appeal of your rocket. Hmpf! 
Space travel? We're all well aware of what the army is 
saying: "Who in their right minds would invest in 
something that will only fly into space?" 
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ARISTOCRAT A (cont) 


Further, it serves no military purpose. There's 
something wrong with the very existance of the Space 
Force! 


GENERAL 


Well...but...why let the project get this far...? 


ARISTOCRAT B 


To everything, there is a proper end. The royal 
family, the Ministry of the Interior, the establishment 
of the Force... the various parts are all tangled about 
each other. | 

Everyone regrets not stopping your Forces 
creation 10 years ago. It's purpose was forgotten. A 
real use was never established for the program, and so 
now we must end it. 


GENERAL 


B-but, this project is attracting the attention of 
every nation; Even the Republic wants our 
information. So, to launch the rocket right on the 
border of Rimada, a subject state of our enemy... 


ARISTOCRAT C 


So go ahead! Launch it, or whatever you please. 
The point is, it will be in plain sight of the Republic's 
occupation force stationed in Rimada. And what do 
you think they'll do with your beautiful rocket placed 
right under their noses? 
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GENERAL 


They'll try to steal it! 


ARISTOCRAT B 


Try to steal it. Then it will be useful after all. 


ARISTOCRAT C 


A border violation via military force. And 
outright theft of such important property to 
compound the crime. The expenses will finally be paid 
back. : 


ARISTOCRAT A 
The only real question is whether or not theyll 
actually attack. 
ARISTOCRAT C 
(Laughing) Oh, don't worry about that. (To the 
General) They've quite an investment in your rocket 


over there as well, eh? 
(Chuckles at his joke.) 


The General fights to maintain his composure, and only stares at the 
floor. 


Scene 42: Training Room 


Shiro sits in the simulator. The trainer and DENTA, an engineer, 
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stand in the control room. 


TRAINER 


Ready? 


SHIROTSUGH 


Aye, sir! 


TRAINER 


We begin. Now then, you're just cruising along there, 
minding your own business. Your altitude is 3000, 
speed of 200 rems per second, and the next zone 
where we can contact you is far over the horizon... 


He pulls a switch in the control room. 
Flashing lights and warning sirens go off in the simulator. 


SHIROTSUGH 


Internal pressure abnormality in oxygen tank 1! 
Primary lines, closed. Activating auxiliaries. Three! 
Suspending nitrogen supply! Inertial systems reading 
abnormal acceleration. Setting general function 
circuits to prescribed positions only. Atmospheric 
pressure, unchanged! 


The Trainer clicks a stopwatch off and reads the time. 
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TRAINER 


Good, you've earned your paycheck. 
Next, crisis situation #575. 


pei Ag ats. Cats, Se a PRE RS 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 


The City of Fire. 
My son, soon you must depart from the marketplace. 


OVERLAP TO NEXT SCENE 
Scene 43: Holy Book Images 


As Shiro lies in bed and reads the Holy book, pictures depicting the 
scenes it describes are shown. 


SHIROTSUGH (V.O.) 
Here, all good things are stained with blood. I 
don't think God will be silent much longer. This city of 
filth was created by fire; by fire it shall be destroyed. 


Because of evil, no living thing can ever be made pure. 
And so, my son, even you must be prepared... 


Overlap with outside the bar seen earlier. Shiro has left his firends 
and wanders about, looking depressed. He hears a police whistle. 


POLICEMAN (Off Screen) 


Stop! 
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Shiro sees two policemen wrestling with a struggling young boy. 


POLICEMAN 


Calm down, dammit! (The child continues to resist) 
You little brat! 


The policeman smashes his fist across the child's face as Shiro 
watches, silently. 

Overlap to a photo session. Flashes go off in Shiro's face. He looks 
very tired. 


CAMERAMAN 


Yes, that's perfect. (Shiro yawns) 
Okay, let's have you lean to the left this time. 


Shiro gets up from his chair and leans against a prop tree, holding a 
bottle of milk. 


CAMERAMAN 


Smile now... a little more... That's it! 


Flashbulbs pop. 


CAMERAMAN 


That's the way, nice and cheerful. 
A real hero for all the kids... 


Overlap with the milk ad photos being printed and a cheering crowd. 
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CROWD 


Shirotsugh! Shirotsugh! Shirotsugh! 


Scene 44: HQ Roof 


It's night time, and Shiro sits alone on the roof, humming the Space 
Force anthem. He takes a drink of something from a glass, then spits it 
over the railing, watching it splash on the street. A woman across the 
street talks on a telephone. 


WOMAN ON PHONE 


You're kidding! (Laughs) 


The only sounds are of the huge neon sign next to the HQ and of the 
Street cleaning car in the street below. 


Scene 45: HQ Main Hall 


Airships hover in the air as TV news crews set up for a live 
interview with Shiro. Tchalli appears at a window, water in mouth, and 
spits over the side railing. 


TV ANNOUNCER \ 


To everyone in the kingdom, good morning! I am 
coming to you from the Space Force headquarters in 
Naghatsumih, a city steeped in history. This port city 
is one of the core cities of Guumon. It was here that his 
Imperial Highness the Emperor lived as a child. In fact, 
this neighborhood is quite famous in its own right for 
its ties to the royal household. The Space Force 
headquarters are... 
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The General arrives at the steps of the HQ, which is covered with 
homeless people. A reporter spots him and tries for an interview. 


REPORTER A 


Welcome back, General. When did you get in? 


GENERAL 


On last night's train. 


REPORTER A 


I see. And the administration's decision? 


GENERAL 


No comment! 


REPORTER A 


You constantly refer to it as a space "war''ship; 
will it actually carry any weaponry? 


GENERAL 


No comment! However, I can say that it will be 
capable of carrying such devices. 
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As they enter, we see Shiro sitting in a chair with Matti standing 
beside him. Shiro looks very depressed. 


MATTI 


(Physically trying to force Shiro's mouth into a smile) 
Can't you look happier? 
Like a professional astronaut should look? 


The studio lights come on, dazzling Shiro. A cameraman approaches. 


CAMERAMAN 


Commander! Commander! 


MATTI 


Oh, uh, he's been promoted. He's a full Colonel now. 


CAMERAMAN 


Colonel then. Smile a bit...smile... (flash pops) got it. 
Thank you. 


AD (Off Screen) 


OK, we're about ready to go. 


MATTI 


(Playfully hitting Shiro) Cheer up. See you. 
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